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The goal of the Citizens
Research Council is to
secure good government for
the citizens of Michigan.
Our research holds policy
makers accountable for the
efficient use of public
resources. We create an
environment where
government is
representative, responsible
and accountable to the
public.

"THE RIGHT TO
CRITICIZE
GOVERNMENT IS ALSO
AN OBLIGATION TO
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT"
-LENT UPSON




2022 HIGHLIGHTS

After 106 years of operations, the Citizens Research Council of Michigan is as strong as it's
ever been. Our financial condition is strong. The size of our research staff is as big as it's
been in many years. Increasing numbers of people in government, the media, and everyday
residents are aware of the great work we do. Our research makes a difference.

As part of our continued efforts to achieve greater diversity in all areas of our organization,
we have assembled a Board of Directors and Council of Trustees that more closely resemble
the population of Michigan with diversity of gender, race, geography, industry, and sexual
orientation. Check out the list of directors and trustees later in this report and ask one of
them why they lend their time and resources to the Research Council.

One of the highlights of 2022 was our September annual dinner, where we posthumously
honored Kelly Rossman-McKinney, a former board member and long-time friend of the
organization. Before losing her battle with cancer, Kelly was well known for her distinctive
approach to public relations and dedication to ethics and professionalism. She embodied a
spirit of bipartisanship and built relationships with lawmakers and staff from both political
parties. We thank the many sponsors that supported this important evening and our panel
that discussed how Kelly shaped their lives and careers.

The Research Council was founded in Detroit, and in 2021, we returned to those roots with
the opening of our Detroit Bureau. Our May analysis of FY2023 City of Detroit Budget
reviewed Mayor Duggan’s budget recommendations. We hope our attention to the city’s
fiscal sustainability and service delivery will be used as an unbiased data-driven guide to
help keep the city on a path to recovery after bankruptcy was declared a decade ago.

Our 2021 report on Michigan’s overlapping property tax limitations showed how these
limitations create pressures to either increase tax rates or attract development. Our 2022
report, Local Governments Respond to Property Tax Base Limitations by Raising Tax Rates,
documents how property tax rates have increased and the average tax rates have increased
sharply.

With proposed constitutional amendments on the November 2022 ballot dealing with term
limits, elections procedures, and abortion rights, we resumed our role as the most trusted
source of unbiased information for voters. Thousands found our proposal analyses on our
website and the research staff was engaged by television, radio, and newspapers
throughout the state enabling us to share our analysis with their audiences.

We knew our 2022 published research was making an impact as our website received more
unique views - especially in the days leading up to and Election Day - and we received
more media citations than ever before.

In a period that was very unusual for the Research Council, we had a relatively large
amount of turnover in staff. Timothy Michling, Jill Roof, Monique Mansfield, and Esmat
Ishag-Osman departed to explore different opportunities. We wish them well. We welcome
Karley Abramson, Chelsea Dowler, James Tatum, and Maureen McNulty-Saxton to the staff.

We thank you for your interest and support of our work and assure you that we remain
committed to tackling state and local policy issues important to Michiganders.
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ANNUAL POLICY DINNER
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-“*THERE WILL NEVE BE ANYONE LIKE KELLY WHICH IS A-

TRAGIC L
ALL COM

SS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. BUT, WE CAN
IT TO KEEPING HER SPIRIT ALIVE AND HER—

| COMMITMENT TO MICHIGAN AND PUBLIC POLICY"

The 2022 Annual Dinner was held
at the Kellogg Center in East
Lansing on the evening of
September 21st. The annual
meeting of the Research Council's
Board of Directors and Council of
Trustees was held in the afternoon
where nominations to both Boards
took place.

Over 250 guests enjoyed dinner
and drinks as we posthumously
honored Kelly Rossman-McKinney.
Alex Rossman accepted the
Eugene A. Gargaro Public Service
Award on behalf of his late
mother, who was known for her
bipartisan work ethic and
trailblazing nature.

The night's focus was women in
policy and the panel discussion
featured women who were close to
Kelly as well as blazing their own
unique path in the policy space.

Panelists included (from left to right
in photo):

Rachael Eubanks, State Treasurer
at Michigan Department of
Treasury

Megan Brown, Executive Director
for Corporate Communications at
Consumers Energy

Kathleen Wilbur, Executive Vice
President for Government &
External Relations at Michigan
State University

Moderated by Carol Cain, Detroit
Free Press; Host "Michigan
Matters", CBS



"KNOWLEDGE IS POWERFUL AND

YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND BOTH

SIDES OF AN ISSUE TO PERSUADE
ONE WAY OR THE OTHER®
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DETROIT BUDGET

The FY2023 City of Detroit Budget has been

"THE CITY HAS SEEN
REVENUE GROWTH
BEYOND INITIAL
PROJECTIONS AND
APPROPRIATED
FUNDS IN THE NEW
FY2023 BUDGET
ARE SET TO
RESTORE ALL
PANDEMIC-RELATED
BUDGET CUTS."

lauded as a “return to normal” budget restoring
the pre-pandemic status quo and managing risks
with contributions to reserves and spending
restraint. When the pandemic struck, the mayor
outlined nearly $350 million in pandemic-related
spending cuts to maintain a balanced budget
without laying off any full-time city employees.
Since then, the city has seen revenue growth
beyond initial projections and appropriated funds
in the new FY2023 budget are set to restore all
pandemic-related budget cuts.

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS RESPOND TO

PROPERTY TAX BASE LIMITATIONS BY
RAISING TAX RATES

This research built upon our 2021 report Michigan's
Overlapping Property Tax Limitations Create an
Unsustainable Municipal Finance System, which
found that Michigan is one of the only states that
limits growth of property tax revenues with a rate
limit, assessment limit, and a levy limit.

We found that many local governments were
addressing their constraints on the tax base by
increasing tax rates. Perpetual tax rate increases,
however, are unsustainable due to statutory caps
and taxpayer tolerance.

Policymakers must address the root problem which
is that Michigan depends too heavily on the local
property tax to fund local government services.

"LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS HAVE
INCREASED TAX RATES
PARTLY IN RESPONSE
TO INCREASED
PRESSURE ON THE TAX
BASE FOLLOWING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF
PROPOSAL A."
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2022 STATEWIDE

BALLOT PROPOSALS

"IT’S HARD TO
MEASURE THE
IMPACT OF TERM
LIMITS IN MICHIGAN
AGAINST AN
ALTERNATIVE
REALITY THAT
NEVER OCCURRED.
BUT THE CITIZENS
RESEARCH COUNCIL
OF MICHIGAN DID
AN ANALYSIS THAT
FOCUSED LARGELY
ON BUDGET
DECISIONS."

“When seeking a credible analysis of a state policy issue, especially around the
time of elections, | appreciate the service provided"

The Citizens Research Council has been a
trusted resource for policy analysis for 107
years. One of the most important needs for our
research is informing Michiganders about policy
issues that affect them. The November 2022
election confirmed this point.

Voters addressed three issues on the ballot,
ultimately voting yes on all three. The Research
Council published unbiased analyses of each
issue. In addition to our publications and
webinar covering these issues, our staff was
featured many times in statewide and local
news coverage to further educate on the
proposals.

In the weeks leading up to the election, our
research was cited 33 times by news outlets and
our website saw a spike of over 50,000 visits,
with 12,000 of those on election day and the
two days prior. Our researchers were also
heavily in demand by Michigan broadcasters,
who sought interviews digging into the three
ballot issues.

The impact that we had on voter education
during this time is clear to us. We also received
many donations, often with a note of thanks.

n
Grateful for your research and clear explanations"

"Very helpful information on proposal issues”

"CRC is a great asset for Michigan and I'm a big fan"

"| respect CRC's work and believe it is needed more than ever"
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHASE CANTRELL,
CHAIR

Darnell Adams
Gilbert Family Foundation

Orlando Bailey
BridgeDetroit

Laura M. Bassett
Dickinson Wright PLLC

Stacie Behler
Grand Valley State University

Lawrence N. Bluth
Penske Corporation

Paul Bryant
Plante Moran

Mark Burton
Honigman LLP

Chase L. Cantrell
Building Community Value

CAROLEE KVORIAK,
VICE CHAIR

Stephan W. Currie
Michigan Association of Counties

Daniel P. Domenicucci
Ernst & Young LLP

Zenna Elhasan
The Kresge Foundation

Richard A. Favor, Jr
Deloitte

Ann D. Fillingham
Dykema

Mary Lynn Foster
American Red Cross

Carl Genberg
Wells Fargo

Jason Headen
CHN Housing Partners

Kevin Heard
Detroit Regional LGBT
Chamber of Commerce

THOMAS KYROS,
TREASURER

Michael Horrigan
W.E. Upjohn Institute

Earle "Win" Irwin
Irwin Seating Company

Andrew Jamieson
ITC Holdings Corp.

Nick A. Khouri
City of Detroit, Retired

Carolee Kvoriak
CMS Energy

Thomas G. Kyros
Varnum LLP

Patrick McGow
Miller, Canfield, Paddock
and Stone PLC

Anne Mervenne
Mervenne & Co.

1
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ERIC W. LUPHER,

SECRETARY &
PRESIDENT

Aleksandra Miziolek
Cooper Standard, Retired

David Palsrok
DTE Energy

James M. Polehna
Kelly Services

Kirk A. Profit
Governmental Consultant
Services, Inc.

Maureen McNulty-Saxton
PR Edge, LLC

Neil Sheridan
Michigan Townships Association

Glenn Stevens
MichAUTO

Anthony Stamas
Midland Business Alliance

Dr. Kathleen M. Wilbur
Michigan State University

The Board of Directors sets policy and provides stewardship of Citizens Research Council’s assets and governance
oversight. All directors are elected annually by the Council of Trustees, who serve as the membership of the Research
Council. Directors and trustees held their joint annual meeting on September 21, 2022, to elect new board members

and officers.

Eugene A. Gargaro Jr. and Terence M. Donnelly were elected as co-chairs of the Council of Trustees.

The trustees elected directors and trustees to replace those whose terms were expiring, and the directors elected
officers. Seven new directors were elected for one-year terms: Darnell Adams, Stacie Behler, Paul Bryant, Mark Burton,
Zenna Elhasan, Patrick McGow, and Glenn Stevens. They joined 27 reelected directors. Seven new trustees were
elected to terms expiring in 2025.



Madhu Anderson
The Nature Conservancy

Dr. Donald J. Bachand
Saginaw Valley State University

Sandy K. Baruah
Detroit Regional Chamber

Dr. Rose Bellanca
Washtenaw Community College

Dave Blaszkiewicz
Invest Detroit

Dr. Susan Borrego
University of Michigan - Flint

Jim Brooks
Brooks Capital Management

Chase L. Cantrell
Building Community Value

Beth Chappell
NAIAS

Matthew Cullen
JACK Entertainment

Dr. Robert O. Davies
Central Michigan University

Charity Dean
Metro Detroit Black Business Alliance

Terence Donnelly
Dickinson Wright PLLC, Retired

Dr. Debasish Dutta
University of Michigan - Flint

Dr. Randall Eberts
W.E. Upjohn Institute

David O. Egner
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation

Scott Ellis
Michigan Licensed Beverage Association

Dr. Fritz Erickson
Northern Michigan University

Marty Fittante
InvestUpP

Eugene A. Gargaro, Jr.
Manoogian Foundation

Dr. Domenico Grasso
University of Michigan-Dearborn

Dan Gilmartin
Michigan Municipal League

Michael Goorhouse
Community Foundation of
Holland/Zeeland

Richard C. Hampson
Old National Bank

Paul C. Hillegonds
Michigan Health Endowment Fund

Marybeth S. Howe
Wells Fargo

Wendy Lewis Jackson
The Kresge Foundation

Holly Johnson
Frey Foundation

Daniel . Kelly
Deloitte, Retired

Dr. Richard J. Koubek
Michigan Technological University

Thomas G. Kyros
Varnum LLP

Carolee Kvoriak
CMS Energy

William J. Lawrence llI
42 North Partners LLC

Robert LeFevre

Michigan Independent Colleges & Universities

Edward C. Levy Jr.
Edw. C. Levy Co.

Daniel T. Lis
James and Lynelle Holden Fund

Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Ernst & Young LLP, Retired

Dr. Philomena V. Mantella
Grand Valley State University

Kate Levin Markel
McGregor Fund

Michael P. McGee
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone PLC

Larry Merrill
Public Policy Associates

Anne Mervenne
Mervenne & Company

Aleksandra A. Miziolek
Cooper Standard, Retired

Mark Moreno

Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Tim Nicholson
PVS Chemicals

Dr. Ora Hirsch Pescovitz
Oakland University

Philip H. Power
The Center for Michigan

James E. Proppe
Plante Moran

Dr. Mark S. Schlissel
University of Michigan

Reginald M. Turner
Clark Hill PLC

Amanda Van Dusen
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone PLC

Theodore ). Vogel
CMS Energy, Retired

Arnold Weinfield
IPPSR, Michigan State University

Dr. Kathleen M. Wilbur
Michigan State University

Dr. M. Roy Wilson
Wayne State University

Monica Woodson
Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
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2022 FOUNDATION DONORS

Founders Circle

Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan
Council of Michigan Foundations
Ford Foundation
Hudson-Webber Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

Richard and Jane Manoogian Foundation Platinum Donors

The McGregor Fund DTE Energy Foundation

Charles J. Strosacker Foundation
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Gold Donors

Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation

Bronze Donors

Frey Foundation
The Power Foundation

THERE'S MORE THAN ONE WAY TO GIVE

The Citizens Research Council now accepts many different forms of donations,
including legacy gifts. Visit cremich.org/donate to explore our different options.
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2022 CORPORATE DONORS

Founders Circle Bronze Donors

Edw. C. Levy Co. Anderson Economic Group

Kelly Services Inc. Capitol Fundraising Associates
Doeren Mayhew

Platinum Donors First Independence Bank

Comerica Inc. Gongwer News Service

Dykema JACK Entertainment

Penske Corporation Karoub Associates

PVS Chemicals Inc. McKinney & Associates

Quicken Loans Michigan Association of Health Plans
Michigan Association of State Universities

Gold Donors Michigan Bankers Association

Bridgewater Interiors Michigan Community College Association

Consumers Energy Michigan Independent

Dickinson Wright PLLC Colleges & Universities

ITC Holdings Corp. Michigan Infrastructure &

Michigan Association of Counties Transportation Association

Michigan Energy First Michigan Legislative Consultants

Michigan Townships Association Michigan State Housing

Miller, Canfield, Paddock Development Authority

and Stone Midland Business Alliance

Plante Moran Muchmore Harrington

Public Sector Consultants Smalley & Associates

Truscott Rossman Group Municipal Employees' Retirement System
The Nature Conservancy

Silver Donors Oakland University

Amerisure Insurance Saginaw Valley State University

Crain Communications University of Michigan

Grand Valley State University Varnum LLP

Insurance Alliance of Michigan W.E. Upjohn Institute

MccCall Hamilton

Meijer, Inc. Sustainers

Michigan Chamber of Commerce Apjohn Group

Michigan Health & Hospital Michigan Transition 2019

Association

Michigan State University Supporters

Public Policy Associates, Inc. Mervenne & Co.

Small Business Association Michigan Nonprofit Association

of Michigan Michigan Soft Drink Association
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2022 INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Lent Upson Circle

Brooks Family

Eugene & Mary Ann
Gargaro

Bob & Sandra Riney

Champions

Laura Appel

James Blanchard
Ralph & Erica Gerson
Thomas Kyros

Paula Blanchard Stone
Peter & Carol Walters

Benefactors

Beth Bialy
Lawrence Bluth
Paul Bryant

Mark Davidoff
Daniel Domenicucci
Terence Donnelly
David Egner
Richard Favor Jr.
Mary Lynn Foster

The Gilmour-Jirgens Fund

Paul Hillegonds
Earle 'Win' Irwin
Daniel Kelly
Carolee Kvoriak
William Lawrence Ill

Daniel Lis

Richard McLellan
Aleksandra Miziolek
Douglas Roberts
Earl Ryan

Joe Schwarz
Heather Shawa
Theodore Vogel
Kathleen Wilbur

Associates
Madhu Anderson
Tim Bartik

Stacie Behler
Mark Burton
Donald Deibert
Mary Jo Durivage
Elaine Fieldman
Ann Fillingham
Carl Genberg

Lynn Harvey

Mike Horrigan
Nick Khouri
Alphonse Lucarelli
David Maturen
Michael McGee
Patrick McGow
Colette Rizik
Jeffrey & Lisa Smith
Craig Thiel

DONATIONS WERE MADE IN HONOR OF:

John T. Bowman
Paulinda Deller

Arthur Horwitz

Patrick Ledwidge

Distinguished Friends

David Arsen

Sandy Baruah

Joseph Bianco Jr.

Nicole Bradshaw

Bettie Buss

Joe and Sarah Garcia

Christopher Gardiner

Howard & Karla Morris

Norman Horowitz &
Robert Tomasik

Marybeth Howe

David Leonard

Eric Lupher

Milton Mack

Kate Levin Markel

Robert McKerr

Quentin Messer Jr.

David Nacht

Stuart Paterson Jr.

Marianne Udow-Phillips

Amanda Norton Price

Maureen McNulty Saxton

Charles Siegerman

Francesca LaPlante-
Sosnowsky

Patricia Terbrueggen

Kelly Rossman-McKinney

Louie Teeple
William P. Sosnowsky
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2022 INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Friends

Karley Abramson
Michael Addonizio
Rebecca Bahar-Cook
Orlando Bailey
Laura Bassett

Linda Lou Bruin
Chase Cantrell
John Chamberlin
Mary Clark

Rob Collier

Paul Courant
Stephan Currie
Michael Daniels
Howard Dashney
Nancy Duncan
Barbara Dunn
Arnold Fleischmann
Mary Ann Fontana
Paul Good

Mary Ellen Gurewitz
Caroline Ham
Jason Headen

Mark & Candace Hinshaw
Katherine Hoffman
Michael Huget

Paul Hughes-Cromwick
Esmat Ishag-Osman
Holly Johnson
Sharon Kennedy
Jim Kosteva
Barbara Levine
Garnet Lewis
Daniel Little

Robert Mack

Anne Magoun
Jeffrey Marraccini
William Mathewson
Olivia Maynard
Timothy Michling
John Mogk

Brad Morrill

Francis Moss

Dennis Muchmore
James Nye

Nicole Miel-Uken Obrien
Joseph Ohren

Leslie Papke

Mary Pickett

James Polehna
Marge Byington Potter
Marcel Pultorak

Judy Putnam

Milton Rohwer

Jill Roof

Susan Rowe

Robert Schneider
Julie Schumaker

Neil Sheridan
Michael Sobcynski
Martha Spear

Robert Spencer

Tony Stamas

John Martin Strate Jr.
Arnold Weinfeld
Charles Wilbur

Jeff Williams

Warren Williams
Fielding Yost

Supporters
Darnell Adams
Mitch Adelman
Gerald Ambrose
Vivienne Armentrout
Jason Beaudoin
Eric Bernreuter
Elle Brownlee
Richard Caras
Ryan Compton
MC Conroy

Lisa Costanza
Arturo Cruz

Eric Dennis

Mary Dunn
Joyce Fennell
Kimberly Ford
JoEllen Fox
Sean Gehle

Fred Green

Ann Hardesty
Katelyn Hatton
Ed Haynor

Kevin Heard
Jeffrey Horner
Thomas lvacko
Bart Jenniches
Jerome Johnston
Otniel Kish

Mary Koenen
Catherine Lee
Susan Leffler
Daniel & Susan Livingston
Douglas Mallory
Michael McGillivray
Martha Moyer
John Ogden
James Owens
Molly Patterson
Mary Pollock
Greta Reade
Charles Richards
Randall Rivet
Phyllis Scott
Michael Sheffieck
Paul Siatcynski
Mike Smith
George Stecyk
Amy Vance

Todd Warren
Michelle Wheeler
John Wiersba
Barbara Worgess
Matthew Zaleski
Anonymous
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2022 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

REVENUE

84% Programs & Research Support
wunnn 159 Annual Dinner
1% Other

EXPENSES

w21 73% Personnel
15% Operating Expenses
10% Consultants
2% Annual Policy Event

DONORS

(By amount contributed)

1 66% Foundations
23% Businesses
11% Individuals
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38777 Six Mile Rd., Suite 208 115 West Allegan, Suite 480
Livonia, Ml 48152 Lansing, M| 48933
(734) 542-8001 (616) 320-3050  (313) 572-1840 (517) 485-9444




